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I was run over by a truck in Uptown in 
1996. My skull and other bones were 
broken. I had a traumatic brain injury 
and was in a coma and then out of work 

the accident I grabbed a hand spade 
and started putzing in the yard around 

gardening and now believe that the 
therapy and exercise I got working in 

my restored health. Two years ago I 

apartment overlooking Loring Park. 
In the fall of 2008 my mom and I stopped 
into the community center in the park 
where I picked up a Friends of Loring 
Park newsletter. I read that volunteers 
were needed. As winter ended in 2009 
I logged on to the FOLP website and 
realized that this was an opportunity I 
couldn't pass up. 
On the opening weekend, May 2009 I 
was immediately impressed with the 
friendliness of the other volunteers 
and overwhelmed by the beauty of the 
Garden of the Seasons, even before it 
came into spring bloom.
I felt my contribution as a volunteer was 
appreciated. I was made to feel very 
welcomed by the others who simply 
enjoy giving of their time, talents and 

spirit. I soon felt a bond with the gardens 
and take pride and pleasure in being 
able to look down from my apartment 
above knowing that the park, in a sense, 
is like my own yard that I can work in 
any time. Since then I have been given 
the privilege of taking responsibility for 
the planting and maintenance of the 
triangle garden near the horseshoe 
court in the southwest corner of Loring 
Park and have been asked to join the 
Board of the Friends of Loring Park. I'm 
a lucky man.

Editor’s note: Garden groupies might 
recognize Todd’s name: his unique 

Victorian/Zen garden in Uptown was 
popular stop on the Minneapolis Garden 

Tour for several years. He may be a lucky 
man, but we are also lucky to have him!

Who was Emma Wukotich, you ask? You may remember 
her as the lady with an accent who, over the years, engaged 
children of all ages in various art and craft projects in her 
studio/kitchen down in the heart of the park. What many do 
not know is that in the early 1970s, Emma lead a dedicated 
band of citizens determined to save the Loring Park shelter 
(built in 1906 by Charles M Loring for the children of the city) 
from the wrecking ball. Thanks to their efforts, plans to replace 
the beautiful shelter with a ubiquitous concrete block building 
were abandoned - the building was saved and refurbished.

In 1998, the expansion and updating of the original shelter 

grassroots organizing saved the shelter for future generations 
and laid the beginnings for Citizens for a Loring Community 
that still exists today, thirty-four years later.

EmmaÕs home away from home was Loring Park for many 
years. Appropriately, her memorial service was held in the 
Community gathering room, October 11, 2009.

Loring Park, an original oil painting by Emma Wukovitch, 

that Cindy selected this painting as it speaks to her motherÕs 
affection for Loring Park and its unique building. CLPC 
presented LoringPark to the Friends for display at the Art 

Center at their 2010 Annual meeting. Accepted on the behalf 
of Friends of Loring Park by Ione Siegel with a very sincere 
thank you.

The painting will be on display for the Annual Spring Volunteer 
Kickoff on Saturday, April 24th, 2010.

Loring Park, an original oil painting by Emma Wukotich
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Trees  of   Loring   Park: Hackberry
Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), is a member of the elm 
family native to the southern two thirds of Minnesota. 
However, it cannot get Dutch elm disease, since it is in 
a different genus (Celtis, versus Ulmus for the elms). 
Hackberry is very tolerant of heat waves and droughts. 
It sheds its leaves at mid-summer if a severe drought 
develops (this happened to most hackberries in the 
Twin Cities last August), but releafs the following 
spring.

Hackberry is one of the most common trees 
in western Minnesota woodlands, at the very 
edge of the prairie, where droughts limit the 
occurrence of trees. The species can grow 
on a variety of soils, from river bottoms, just 

water, to savannas. It is very tolerant of most city 
conditions, since the roots can grow in areas with 
poor soil quality, including areas with a lot of pavement. 
It is moderately tolerant of salt spray from freeways. 

The species grows quite fast when young, up to 5-6 
feet per year on good soils, and casts a moderate level 
of shade, which still allows grass to grow underneath; 
these two characteristics make it a popular choice as a 
shade tree. Hackberry trees reach a moderately large 
size, commonly 2-3 feet in diameter and 50-60 feet tall in 
the Twin Cities. The largest known hackberry in Illinois is 
about 6 feet in diameter, while the Minnesota champion 

the colder climate of Minnesota. The tree’s range extends 
from southeastern North Dakota to central Oklahoma and 
east to the Atlantic coast from Virginia to Massachusetts. 

most people do not notice. A few weeks later, many of the 
potential seeds are aborted and the immature seeds—
at that point like small hollow green peas—fall from the 

trees, and because they are hollow, they pop when 
you step on them. By late summer, the mature 

seeds are about 1/3 inch in diameter, and 
turn dark purple to black. These are the 

‘berries’ referred to in the name, although 
they are not true berries like pumpkins, 
which have numerous seeds embedded 
in a pulpy interior. Hackberries are 
actually drupes (as are cherries), with 
one hard seed in the middle surrounded 

with a thin but sweet tasting pulp. Some 
people call the tree sugarberry due to the 

sweet taste of the seeds. Seeds are eaten 
by squirrels, wild turkey, cedar waxwings, robins 

and other birds.

The species has very interesting bark, with corky ridges 
and warts that look like the rocky buttes and spires of 
Bryce Canyon National Park in miniature. The wood is 
used for paneling, furniture, and athletic equipment, as 
well as crates.Several new hackberry trees have been 
planted in recent years in Loring Park, including the 
area where several paths come together between the 
basketball courts and performance place. There are also 
several very large old hackberry trees in the park, two 
of them likely dating back to 1910-1920, such as the 
one remaining large tree in the Garden of the Seasons.         
by Lee E. Frelich

Read about our work on page 4 or call Friends at 612-237-6050

Introduction to Botanical Illustration 

for Adults Class

Instructor: Susan Boeckmann
Cost: $60.00
Location: Garden of the Seasons
Limited to 12 participants  
6 Sessions
Wednesdays mornings:
July 14, 21, 28 and August 4, 11, 17, 
from 9:30am Ð 12:00pm

class.
Love nature? Love art and enjoy being creative? Science 

and art unite this summer in the Garden of the Seasons at 
Loring Park. Open to students of all levels, from interested 
beginner to experienced artist. Professional artist Susan 
Boeckmann will lead the class through the basics of
botanical drawing; composition, light, shading, texture, and 
color. This class will be held and will utilize the beautiful 
plantings in the Garden of the Seasons for its subject matter. 
In case of rain, class will be held in the Loring Art Center.
Susan Boekmann is a noted visual arts educator. She been 
been a Continuing Studies Faculty Member at Minneapolis 
College of Art and Design - since 2004, Minneapolis Com-
munity and Technical College since 2004, Art Residencies 
as Minnesota State Arts Board Roster Artist since
1999, K-12. Please register in advance for this unique 

Botany Illustration Class Offered in Garden of the Seasons
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Clocks have been set forward, the sun is out in full force and 
thereÕs not much snow on the ground. I think itÕs safe to say that 
spring is here and itÕs time to talk about new plant additions in 

for this season. 
Native Additions to the Woodlands Center:

Cercis canadensis (Redbud). This small vase shaped tree is 
grown from a hardy native Minnesota strain. Small but showy 

early spring. Large green heart shaped leaves turn yellow in the 

one to miss.
Taxus canadensis (Canada Yew). This native conifer can be 

found growing in moist forests and along the lake shorelines of 
Northern Minnesota. An understory shrub of deciduous, conifer-
ous and mixed forests, its low, spreading form will provide year 
round evergreen interest.

Cornus sanguinea ÔCatoÕ (Artic Sun Dogwood). Although not 
technically a native, this cultivar of the Bloodtwig Dogwood was 
just too spectacular to pass up for the woodlands center. Clus-

shrub. White fruit, which are especially attractive to birds, de-
velop after

in the snow; this shrub will be exceptionally striking next to the 
evergreen Canada Yew.

Diervilla lonicera -
ous and mixed coniferous forests this low mounding shrub has 

-
lar shrub for mass plantings and erosion control, the real appeal 
of this shrub is its excellent fall color. Look for a range of hues 
from yellow, orange, red and bronze.

Symphoricarpos occidentalis (Wolfberry). This small shrub 
should do well on the south west side of the woodlands. Small 

white drupes. ItÕs beautiful grey green foliage, arching form and 
berries are sure to attract attention from Òwildlife of all types.

Heliopsis
An exceptional heliopsis cultivar. Dark green leaves contract 
beautifully with wine colored stems. Golden yellow daisy like 

fall. Upright, sturdy and 3-4Õ tall, Summer Nights will standout in 
the middle of the yellow/orange wedges.

Phlox paniculata ÔEva CullumÕ (Eva Cullum Garden Phlox). 
Phlox paniculata is the old fashioned backbone of almost every 

-

Blooms midsummer until fall in the red/pink wedge.
-

der 12Ó tall this compact cultivar has an upright mounding form. 

hummingbirds. Aromatic leaves and stems can be used in sal-
ads or brewed as a tea. Look for midsummer blooms at the front 
of the border in the white wedge.

and salmon; something to please everyone. Summer Pastels 
will thrive in the dry heat of the bridge beds and tolerate Min-

1990 All America Selections winner is a fantastic addition to the 
bridge beds.

Lonicera x brownii -
eysuckle Vine). The garden shack continues to receive a make 
over with old fashioned garden favorites. This year, we will be 

-

-
hood memory has been made from sucking the sweet nectar 

-

September. Dropmore Scarlet is an excellent companion to the 

See you in the garden,  
Sherry

Gardens

The chess tables with four stools for game 
players and those who observe, have been 
installed and are ready for spring and game 
players. Check out a chess set during center 
hours or bring your own. Our giant chess 
board is on hold until we can raise the funding. 
Interested in starting a chess club? 

Apologies are in order.  Volunteers to be added to honor roll of  
garden volunteers 2009 are Mike Addy and Steve Gangstead.  
Thank you for all you do to keep our gardens beautiful.

Loring Park will host the 37th Annual Pride Festival on Sat-
urday & Sunday, June 27 & 28. The celebration is believed 
to be the third largest Pride Festival in the United States.

Check the Friends website www.friendsofloringpark.org 
for the upcoming community meeting to inform and gather 

Park.  The goal is to separate the pedestrian and bike paths 
in an attractive and safe manner.

Nature Trivia A group of crows is called a 
'murder', and that is what the crowd in the 
park trees sounds like. The expert said they 
are just talking to each other along the lines 

my brother lately?" and other non-aggressive conversation.  
I think they look and sound spooky.  -Nancy Jo Johnson



 
to the Garden of the Seasons.  The 
ongoing personalized brick campaign 
seeks to replace the asphalt outer 
walkway of the  Garden of the Seasons 
with a beautiful brick pathway. 

 

with three lines of print (14 characters and 
blank spaces per line)

 

with six lines of print (12 characters and 
blank spaces per line)

The Friends of Loring Park works with the Minneapolis 

volunteer support for Loring Park so that it will continue 
to serve the recreational and leisure needs of the public.

Friends offers three unique opportunities to honor, 
remember, or recognize a special person, event or place.

Unique Opportunities to 

Support Loring Park
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Special characters (bell, star, heart) are available  
for $10 per symbol. Custom logos: call for quote.

Please consider a tax-deductible donation 

For further information, 

Bench with 

personalization — $2,500 

Anonymous sponsorship — $2,000

Dedicate a Bench  
to a friend, a loved one, 
your company or family, 
or perhaps to remember 
a special event. Your 
dedication or message (up to 
37 characters) can be forged 
on the cast iron armrest.

Sponsor a native tree...

Friends of Loring Park is working  
closely with the MPRB to support 

 the master plan that will  
create a vibrant canopy of  

hardy native trees in Loring Park. 
$250 donation

Friends of Loring Park is grateful for these donations 
received between November 16, 2009 and February 

GARDENS
Frank Sorauf
In memory of Lytton V. Davis  
    by Domenica DiPiazza
Dorian Macek
Marsha & Kurt Weidenhammer

GENERAL

In honor of Sally Anson by Joan Wurtele
Richard Gwynne
Andrew Odlyzko
Martin & Sylvia Sabo
John McConnell
In memory of Mrs. Evelyn Nathanson  
    by Mahryam Daniels
Paula Vesely, via Network for Good
Joan Mainzer
The Bob and Nancy Anderson Family Fund of  
    The Minneapolis Foundation
Nancy Slaughter
Miriam Gunnarson
Lora Landers
US Bank, matching contribution by  
    David A. Goodman, Pat & Tom Scott
Wayne Schoeneck, via Network for Good
Anne Gray
Greer & Mary Lockhart
Timothy Dwyer
Dee Tvedt, via Network for Good
Thomas Arneson
Wallace & Marilyn Small

    matching  contribution by Elaine B. Walker
David R. Brink
The Terrence Fruth & Mary McEvoy Family  
    Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation

Fay Yeomans

TREES
In memory of Rod MacRae by Peggy MacRae
In honor of Mary W. Vaughan  
   by Sally Anson
Alice Lincoln
In honor of Joan Wurtele by Sally Anson
In memory of Ruth Callaghan by Mark Shafer
In memory of Fran Callaghan by Mark Shafer

BRICKS
To his Òfamily in the northÓ by Todd Miller
For Adrienne Donnelly, I–igo Cortaire, Edmund 
    Donnelly, Kelsey Fuglsby and Jason Fuglsby  
    by Becky Thorson & Joe Donnelly

In memory of ÒMom and DianaÓ  
   by Carole Beard and Barb Farstad

Contributions

Continued on page 5



Bench Sponsorship: $2500 with inscription, $2000 without inscription     
Inscription - 37 characters including blank spaces:

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 Bench is being donated  ___in honor of  ___in memory of :
 _________________________________________________________ 

Inscription - 3 lines, 14 characters per line including blank spaces:
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 
Brick is being donated ___in honor of  ___in memory of: 
 _______________________________________________________

 
Inscription - 6 lines, 12 characters per line including blank spaces:
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 Brick is being donated ___in honor of  ___in memory of:  
 _______________________________________________________ 

 Your Name   _________________________________________________

 Address  __________ _________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 Telephone ___________________ E-mail  ________________________  

  __________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________

    Total Donation enclosed: ________ 

Lee E. Frelich, President                               
Kay Samuelson, Vice president         

Secretary
Jim Little, Treasurer 
Ione Siegel, Past President
Dottie Speidel, Financial Secretary
Nancy J. Johnson
Gwynn Rosen
Randy Schultz

Marcia Stout
Adrienne White
Diane Woelm 

 
Richard Anderson 
 
Graphic Services, Tib Shaw                
Photo preparation, Sam Siegel 
Webmaster, Bob White

Support Loring Park Today!

Mission 
support for Loring Park. Its purpose is to implement the vision and master plan adopted by the 
Loring Park community and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. The Friends of Loring Park, 

For Mike Forbes & Megan Gardner
For Susan & George Vojta by John & Marcia 
Stout 
In memory of Ruth Mary Anderson 
    by Ellwood Anderson

For Becky Thorson & Joe Donnelly 
 

    Peter and Janis Lee
Mike Addy & Nancy Johnson
For Sharon & George Carisch  
    by John & Marcia Stout

In memory of Gregory White  
    by Mary & James White

BERGER FOUNTAIN
Thomas Rush & Nora Whiteman
In memory of Dana Omer 
    by Kim Williamson & Ron Claussen
Bonita Fisher
Elizabeth K. Clausen

STAINED GLASS WINDOW
Joe & Yvonne Mullin

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Edward Taylor 
   by Trilby T. Kinzey
In memory of Jon & Jeff    
   by Joan & Ron Cornwell

Anita Makar,

Randy Schultz
Carol Johnson
Tracy Nordstrom
Dee Rowe
James Daly

Marcia Stout
Susan Lasoff
James Kemp
Janis Sarles

Lisa Goodman 
Annette Andrews

Carl Schenk
Ray  Nelson
Lois Gibson

Sylvia Sabo 
Sharon Pressler
Renee Rhodman
Charmaine Jones

James Mullin
Sandi Werthe
Judith Serrell
Rita Goodman
Charmaine Jones
Jon Olson
Arlene Fried

These donors to the stained glass 
window fund will be added to the plaque 
honoring those who made it possible:

Greeting cards featuring the 
stained glass window are available! 

Call 612-237-6050

Max & Martha Maguire
Nancy Jo Johnson & Mike Addy
Dennis & Gail Alexander
Wallace & Marlyn Small
Kairos Dance Theater
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Visit Friends on the internet 

In the fall what do we have to look forward to? The Sing-along at Loring Park! In 
the depths of winter what keeps us going? The Sing-along at Loring Park! In the 
spring what turns us on? The Sing-along at Loring Park! In the summer what do 
we really love? The Sing-along at Loring Park!

For almost two years, people from all over the neighborhood and from other 
neighborhoods, too, have assembled at the Loring Park Center on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 7:00pm to 8:30 p.m. Then we proceed to sing our 
hearts outÑor hum Ñor just listen. And after that, we have cookies.

Dan Chouinard has been our faithful leader on the piano and Bob White supports 
us all with his violin. And those times when Dan has had to be out of town weÕve 

and Broadway musical experts and Steve Kremer, an acoustic guitar player and 
folk song expert.

No matter what, joy is the end result. People may come in tired, out of breath from 
the walk, cold, wet (well we do live in Minnesota), and, as they sing, they begin to 
grin, to look around, and to laugh out loud. Singing together with others just makes 
us happy.

It could be the oxygen, it could be the songs, it could be the variety of people, it 
could be the leaders, and it could even be the cookies. Whatever it is, it always 
works. So comeÑyouÕll love itÑeveryone does.    -Kay Samuelson

Don’t miss out!

Tuesdays, 7:00 to 8:30 

 April 20

May 11

June TBD

July 20

August 17

September 21

October 19

November 16

December 14

Welcome to the Singalong in Loring Park!

You are invited to join neighbors and friends, volunteer gardeners and garden lovers to enjoy 

a continental breakfast and welcome spring back to Loring Park on Saturday, April 24th, 

from 10:00 to noon.

Teresa Burton, one of our former MPRB gardeners, will present the program. She currently 

works in the Song of Hiawatha Garden, the Minnehaha Falls Pergola Garden and the 

Longfellow Garden, which won a well deserved Metro Blooms Best Community Garden 

Award this past year .

In addition to the refreshments and program, the Kickoff will feature music, historical 

perspectives and recognition of the volunteers who do so much to make Loring Park 

a jewel in the city. Mark your calendars for April 24th and learn how you can join 

the volunteer gardeners in maintaining the Garden of Seasons and all the other niche 

spots of color in 2010.     -Ede Holmen

You Are Invited to the Garden Kickoff April 24th

Dan Chouinard - a man of many musical 
abilities plays his accordian for a surprise 
change of pace

(Note: not always the 3rd Tuesday)


