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Nature inspires Art Center window artist

When his collaboration with glass artist
Connie Beckers to create a stained glass
window for the Loring Park Community
Arts Center began nearly two years
ago, visual artist and designer Reynaldo
Diaz found inspiration through his deep
connection to Loring Park.

A native of Nicaragua, Reynaldo has
resided in the Loring Park Neighborhood
for nearly 15 years, and he works out
of his studio in the California Building in
Northeast Minneapolis.

When asked about the design for the
window, he says it repects fiwhat |
enjoy in Loring Park. Itis a place where
| can get away from the routine of life,
where | feel connected with nature and
where my senses are centered through
the smell of trees and powers. | enjoy
observing the colors and patterns of the
pbowers, leaves and other vegetation.

My senses are ampliyed through all this,
and my heart is open to see and fee
what is all around me.

fiThe windowis design is a representation
of all this,0 Reynaldo says. fiThe egret is
kissing or caressing a power, which to me
represents the feeling we get when we
are truly enjoying life and appreciating
the beauty around us.

fiThe circle in the center of the window
shows that everything is connected,” he
adds, fisun, earth, powers, grass, trees,
air, water, wildlife, people and even
man-made structures.”

In the windowts design, the other circles
around the sun depict fia beating heart,
the giver of life to everything on our
mother earth.0 The colorful squares in
the lower right hand corner represent fia
dream becoming reality.”

The quatrefoilwindowistiedtogetherwith
a yellow ribbon of squares in white half
circles. Small squares sprinkled within
the window fiare magical,0 Reynaldo
says, and notes that from the windowis
center a road leads to the horizon,
representing the path we walk in life.

fiwhile we always experience some
sadness and pain é | believe that if we
open our hearts to the gift of nature, the
road of life offers love and happiness.”

Photo and story - Karl Reichert

Save the Date:
Sing-a-long Dec 17th

Merrily we sing along
Tuesday, December
17th, from 7:00 to
8:30 PM at the Loring
Park Community Cen-
ter. Weill do a bunch
of songs as well as
celebrate our Decem-
ber birthday people!

Dan Chouinard and Bob White
will be there with piano and vio-
lin. Therefll be song and thereill
be cookies.

The Sing-along program is sup-
ported by The Friends of Loring
Park and the Minneapolis Parks
and Recreation Board.

Come join us! - Kay Samuelson

Party on the Pond: Year Two

Our second Party on the Pond was held
on September 26, 2009, a delightfully
sunny day.

The celebration got off to great start
with a well-attended dedication of the
commissioned stained-glass window
in the Art & Recreation Center, and the
presentation of two chess tables and
stools that represent the initial installa-
tion in our chess garden.

Entertainment for the afternoon ap-
pealed to all ages with free canoe rides
offered by the Environmental Division
of the Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board, dance from Kairos Dance Com-
pany, garden tours led by Lee Frelich,
and a drum circle led by Kenne Thomas
that lasted longer than the announced
time because the participants werenit

ready to stop. Youngsters also enjoyed
balloon sculptures and face painting
by the Wonder Weavers. Balloon bou-
quets dotted the park giving hints to
those participating in the treasure hunt.
Other participants played at basketball,
horseshoes and shufpeboard. The af-
ternoon wound up with toe-tapping mu-
sic, furnished by the Acoustic Company,
on the deck in front of the Center.

Dee-lish-us refreshments were fur-
nished by Dunn Brothers, the Loring
Kitchen & Bar, Joeis Garage, Caf®
Lurcat, Wuollet Bakery, the Womenis
Club, Coborns Delivers and the Friends
of Loring Park. Thanks to all the many
great volunteers and donors who made
the second Party on the Pond another
successful event! by Ede Holman, chair

Curious about whatis going on? Visit Friends on the internet www.friendsoporingpark.org




Quercus rubra, or northern red oak, has been a native
tree in the Minneapolis area for the last several thousand
years. It is very common in woodlands throughout
southern Minnesota, including the remnant woods in
the Metro Area. The species occurs from Nova Scotia
to northern Minnesota, and south to eastern Kansas,
Oklahoma, northern Alabama and Georgia.

Northern red oaks commonly live 150-200 years,
and the oldest documented is a stunted 326
year old specimen that | recently visited on
Wachusett Mountain, Massachusetts. Trees
of 6-7 feet in diameter and up to 153 feet in
height occur in the Carolinas. The largest
red oaks in Minnesota are more modest
in size, reaching a maximum height of 100
feet in the southern part of Minnesota and a
maximum diameter of 5 feet. This is the fastest

growing oak, often making 3-4 feet per year as

a sapling, but it does not do well under city conditions
unless it has plenty of soil, at least 200 square feet per
tree. Therefore, it is planted in parks and larger inner city
yards, but is rarely used as a boulevard tree.

The oak family is divided into three groups: beech, the red
oak subfamily and the white oak subfamily. For northern
red oak, leaves have eight lobes with sharp points at
the tip, which differentiates its leaves (and those of all
members of the red oak subfamily) from white oaks, which
have rounded leaf tips. The leaves of northern red oak
turn various shades of subdued red, orange, and yellow in
October. The timing of leaf fall varies a lot among individual
trees; some shed their leaves by early November, and
others keep their dead and brown leaves throughout the
winter—this latter habit is known as marcescent leaves,
or leaves which stay on the tree until they are pushed off
by expanding twigs the following spring.

TREES oF LORING PARK: Northern Red Oak

Acorns of red oak take 2 years to mature, and bumper
crops are produced every 3-5 years. Its acorns are one
of the preferred foods of the wild turkey, white-tailed deer,
gray and fox squirrels, pying squirrels, and were preferred
by the now extinct passenger pigeon.

Northern red oaks are fairly resistant to windstorm
damage. Occasionally they suffer from iron deyciency,
causing the leaves to turn yellow at mid-summer,
but not as often as pin oak. They cannot tolerate
root disturbance, and red oaks often die from
construction damage when new sidewalks
are installed. Red oaks are susceptible to
oak wilt, a disease that has been present in
the Midwest for at least 60 years. This fungal
disease is similar to Dutch elm disease, and
is transmitted from tree to tree by beetles,
although it is also common for adjacent red
oak trees root systems to graft together, and
the fungus can spread from tree to tree through
these grafts. Oak wilt is most common in areas disturbed
by people, such as new subdivisions in forested areas,
because the beetles are attracted to injured oak trees.
Oak wilt rarely appears in inner city neighborhoods, so we
have little to worry about in Loring Park. Red oak is also
susceptible to the newly introduced sudden oak death, a
fungus from Asia that has killed many oaks in California.
At this time our climate is too cold for sudden oak death,
but of course that could change with global warming.

Highway salt is a problem for red oak trees. Red oaks
on the Devilis Backbone hill along Kenwood Parkway
have their twigs killed by salt from 1-394, even though
the trees are several hundred feet from the highway.
In Loring Park, several northern red oaks grow on
the hilltop area in the northeast part of the park near
the Ole Bull statue, and one near the Loring Park
Community Center, where they are sufyciently far
from 1-94 to survive the salt. by Lee E. Frelich

Keep Loringis future blooming through estate planning

As we near the end of the year, many of us are reviewing our wills and our estate planning.
Please consider including the Friends of Loring Park in your estate plan for cash or stock donations. Your legal advisor
can help you word the speciyc gift to support any Friends program be it gardens, trees or general needs.

The Friends of Loring Park is a group of dedicated volunteers whose focus is to help maintain and assure Loring Park
will always be a destination for all ages. Friends volunteers help plant, weed and groom the eleven gardens ylled with
blooming beauty throughout the park. Your donation could support our furban foresti by funding new trees and keeping
current trees healthy. Other ongoing projects include the completion of the chess garden and plantings around the pier.

Any time of year, we encourage you to consider donating a bench or a memorial brick to honor a loved one.
by Nancy Jo Johnson

Read about our work on page 4 or call Friends at 612-237-6050
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News from the
Loring Gardens
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Blustery October winds didn’t stop these garden
volunteers! Left to right: Todd Miller, Sherry
Brooks, Richard Anderson, and Merry Keefe.

The 2009 gardening season has come
to a close. October 10th was our last
Volunteer Saturday. Over 20 volunteers
braved the nasty weather (snow, wind
and cold temps) to share one last
gardening experience together.

Annuals were pulled and we cut back
only the perennials that were looking
tatty; all other perennials were left
standing to provide winter interest.
Leaving perennials standing also
creates habitat for wildlife and serves
as a snow catch which then provides
extra insulation for the garden.

Intern News This past season Loring
played host to a garden intern for the
yrsttime. Intern Cathy Schaefer tended
the garden on Saturdays and updated
the color wedges planting plans. Over
the winter she will reorganize the plant
spread sheets and compile a list of
species suitable for planting in the
woodland center. Thanks Cathy for all
your hard work and good luck with your
future endeavors.

Triangle Bed Change lid like to
announce one change to the Gardens
at Loring: new volunteer Todd Miller
will be taking over the Triangle Bed
from David Hile. Todd has been a
faithful volunteer this past season.
From weeding, to deadheading to
dividing, you name it - Todd has done
it. 1im sure helll do a terriyc job with
the Triangle Garden. Many thanks to
David for past maintenance; David will
continue to care for and tend the Rose
Garden with Bob and Adrienne White.

Winter is approaching and if you havenit
taken a stroll through the garden lately,
please do so before it is swathed
in a blanket of snow. Right now, the
ornamental grasses are outstanding.
They have superb architecture and on
a windy day they gracefully sway to
and fro with the breeze.

Thanks to all who volunteered this past
yeatr, it was a great season. lim already
excited for 2010.

by Sherry Brooks, MPRB Gardener

Goddess explains all...about window

‘Goddess of Glass’ Connie Beckers
Stained glass artist Connie Beckers
worked with designer and artist
Renaldo Diaz to create the stained
glass window now installed in the Loring
Park Arts & Recreation Center. The
quatrafoil window, which is created in
the fiTiffany traditiono, faces south and
is illuminated during the day by the
sun shining through it. We believe it
is the only stained glass installed in a
Minneapolis Park building.

Connie explains how the collaborative
project was created: Once the design
work is done, two identical copies of

the pattern are made by tracing it with
carbon paper. One copy is laminated
as the cartoon (or pattern) onto which
all the cut glass pieces are placed.
The second copy is cut into individual
pieces which are used as patterns when
the glass is actually cut. Copper foil
tape applied to each piece is soldered
to the adjoining pieces with a smooth
bead line. The window took about 200
hours to complete and was installed
by Brin Glass.

Connie is working on an new body of
work for shows in Minneapolis and
greater Minnesota. She hosts an annual
show called fiHoliday Magic With The
Goddess of Glass and Friendso, this
year it was on December 6th & 7th.

The North Side Arts Collective
has offered Connie the position of
Executive Director. The Collective is
a non-proyt arts seminar organization.
Fundraising, teaching and coaching
are part of the job in addition to
encouraging collaborative teamwork.
The organization also promotes public
art in business and in public spaces.
by Diane Woelm

Garden Hotline 612 673-5395

Winter Park Activities

Qigong

Mondays, 1:1572:30 pm. Free! Qigong
(pronounced ficheeTgungo) is the art and
science of using breathing techniques, gen-
tle movement, and meditation to cleanse,
strengthen and circulate the life energy (qi).
Regular practice can prevent and treat ill-
ness, reduce stress, establish balance, and
integrate the mind, body and spirit. Join your
neighbors for this relaxing class.

Kairos Dance Company

Mondays, 6 T 8:30 pm. Kairos inter-genera-
tional dance company draws upon modern
dance, movementimprovisation, folk dance
and oral history from around the world, and
the lives of inspiring people. They believe
all are welcome in the community circle.
Rehearsals are at held the Loring Com-
munity Center; performances are held in
schools; nursing homes, museums, parks
and community centers — all ages, all back-
grounds, all abilities, all dancing together.

Beginning Salsa and Latin Dance
Wednesdays, Jan. 13, 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10,
17, 24, March 3, 6:30 T 7:30 pm. Learn
rhythm, body movement, steps and part-
nering for Salsa and a variety of associated
Latin Dances including Merengue, Bacha-
ta, Cumbia, Cha-Cha-Cha, Bolero, Mambo
and Conga. Class taught by Nate Habte;
no experience or partner necessary. Cost:
$100 for the 8-week session. For more in-
formation, please contact Nate at 651-263-
1895 or salsaamericano@yahoo.com.



Contributions

Friends of Loring Park acknowledges with gratitude the
following contributions received between
July 15 and November 15, 2009:

GARDENS

Mort & Rosemarie Ryweck

In honor of Ralie Segalis 98th birthday by Zetta Shapiro
Dr. Charles & Marjorie Ostrov

GENERAL

Arne & Ellen Sovik

Elaine B. Walker

Irving & Janet Shapiro

Dr. John G. Moore

Wheelock Whitney, The Whitney Foundation
Steve Elkin

The 19 Bar

TREES
Bruce Langbein
Ann Ludlow & Richard Jewell

BRICKS
In memory of daily walker Lloyd Helseth
by Jean & Jon Albrightson
In memory of Glenn M. Blouin
by Bill, Gay & Josh Clapp, Rachel & Sam
In memory of Dean Spaulding by the 19 Bar
In honor of Jeff Robbins & Susan Stiles by Donna J. Robbins
In honor of the leadership of Joan A. Growe
by her former Secretary of State staff: Carole Faricy, Scott
Benson, Elaine Voss, Hamilton Thompson, Bob Seng,
Linda Holstein, Vance Opperman, Ted Grindal & Bob Meek
To celebrate the birth of Spencer Glenn Speidel
by Dottie Speidel
In memory of Mary Ann Parks Grage by Thomas Rosen
In memory of Robert Hobert, All-American 1956
by Dr. John G. Moore
In memory of imumé May Rosen by Tom Rosen
In memory of their mother Lila Emmert by Tom Rosen
In memory of Corrine & Bobby Williams
by lone & Sam Siegel
In honor of Gary Garvisi birthday & retirement
by Stephen Weisberg
In memory of Marilyn Flaherty by Judy Rogers
In memory of Timothy Peter Hydeen
by Bob & Barb Hydeen and Jim & Diane Woelm
In memory of Marvin Norman by Mary Lou Norman
In memory of her mother, Dorothy Slarks Womble
by Linda Slarks
In honor of Mary Anne Beeris parents, Edna & Jim Beers
by lone & Sam Siegel

BERGER FOUNTAIN
John Fesler
Thomas P. Akin

STAINED GLASS WINDOW, ART CENTER

Renee E. Rhodman

CSG Systens, Inc. match for Rhodman contribution
lone & Sam Siegel

CHESS GARDEN
Diane & Jim Woelm

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Dennis Coverston, Diane Woelm, Kay Samuelson,
Dottie Speidel, Jim Little

Unique Opportunities to

Support Loring Park

The Friends of Loring Park works with the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board to provide ynancial and
volunteer support for Loring Park so that it will continue
to serve the recreational and leisure needs of the public.

Friends offers three unique opportunities to honor,
remember, or recognize a special person, event or place.

Donate a brické

to the Garden of the Seasons. The
ongoing personalized brick campaign
seeks to replace the asphalt outer ;
walkway of the Garden of the Seasonsg!
with a beautiful brick pathway.

$75 donationd a 4x8 brick
with three lines of print (14 characters and
blank spaces per line)

$120 donationd 8x8 brick
with six lines of print (12 characters and
blank spaces per line)

Special characters (bell, star, heart) are available
for $10 per symbol. Custom logos: call for quote.

Sponsor a native tree...

Friends of Loring Park is working
closely with the MPRB to support
the master plan that will

create a vibrant canopy of

hardy native trees in Loring Park.
$250 donation

Dedicate a Bench
to a friend, a loved one,

your company or family,

or perhaps to remember

a special event. Your
dedication or message (up to
37 characters) can be forged
on the cast iron armrest.

Bench with personalization 8 $2,500
Anonymous sponsorship 8 $2,000

Please consider a tax-deductible donation
For further information,
call 612-237-6050






Still Shopping? Let Friends help!

Donate a brick, sponsor a bench or make a general
donation on behalf of someone who lives orworks near
(or just plain appreciates) the beauty of Loring Park!
See page 3 for details.

Looking for a smaller gift?
We have beautiful new
notecards featuring the Art
Centeris stained glass window:
great for a hostess gift or
stocking stuffer! Printed in full
color on quality enamel stock.
$12 for a set of yve, including
shipping and handling.

Call 612-673-6050 to order!

fora year of good health and
haPPiness to the many suPPorters
of Friends who have made Possible
the continuing work of imProvements
and additions to enhance the

neighborhooc{’s “central Park”
The [riends of Loring Fark

aPPreciates gOUF

Best Wishes

many ghcts.

Glass Donor Recognition Plaque Created for Art Center

Kerry Dikken of Blasted Art has created this commemorative plaque recognizing the many donors who made possible the
beautiful stained glass window honoring the memory of Carol Fox. The completed plaque will be on display at the Art Center
in January 2010. Stop in to admire these latest additions to Loring Park!

Kueck & Viking
Stephen Gangstead
Anita Makar

Helen Rice Walker
Randy Schultz
Carol Johnson
Tracy Nordstrom
Dee Rowe

James Daly
Robert Hanson
Marcia Stout
Susan Lasoff
Janis Sarles

Sam & lone Siegel
Helen Garnaas

Arthur Himmelman
Lisa Goodman
Annette Andrews
Carl Schenk
Marion Kennon
Goulet & Nelson
Lois Gibson
Highland Bank
Sylvia Sabo
Sharon Pressler
Renee Rhodman
Charmain Jones
James Kemp
John Haines
James Mullin

Judith Serrell

Sandi Werthe

Rita Goodman

Nancy Jo Johnson & Mike Addy
Dennis & Gail Alexander

Max & Martha Maguire

CSG Systems T Rhodmann
Wallace & Marilyn Small

Kairos Dance Theater

If your name is not listed or is
misspelled, please let us know
before January 15th.
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